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will do me the justice to tell you, that I never fail of toast-
ing you under the name of u the Governess of Dunkirk,"
and that you have the honour to be very particularly in my
good graces.

My Lady Masham still continues in a doubtful state of
neither up nor down; and one of her servants told mine,
that they did not expect she would cry out this fortnight.1
I saw yesterday our brother Hill,2 who promises to be more
thrifty of his health, and seems to have a pretty good stock
of it. I hope you receive no visits from the headache and
the spleen: and one who knows your constitution very
well, advises you by all means, against sitting in the dusk
at your window, or on the ground, leaning on your hand, or
at see-saw in your chair. I am, Madam, etc.

CLVIL [Ordinal.*]

THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY TO SWIFT

London, November 21, 1712.

THIS key will open treasures; but vain in me to know
them. Your convenience is my satisfaction. If I can or
may read what will be in this table, it ought and shall be
my happiness.4 You must discern this comes from the
most interested joiner that ever made a thing of this nature.
Peruse narrowly; and what faults you find, they shall be
mended in every particular, to the utmost capacity of,
Sir,

Your obliged humble servant,

E. ORKNEY.

1  To Stella Swift says Lady Masham " is expecting these two months
to lie in" (" Prose Works," ii, 394).

2  The  Governor of Dunkirk (supra^ p. 336, n. 4), like the Lord
Lieutenants of Ireland, thought his duties could best be discharged in
London, and had soon returned to the metropolis.

3  In the British Museum.   See Preface.

4  A few weeks before, Swift says to Stella: " Lady Orkney is making
me a writing table of her own contrivance, and a bed nightgown.  She
is perfectly kind, like a mother " (" Prose Works," ii, 392).man told me that, if I had been killed, the Whigs would have called it
